Former Kennedy Aide Suggests 
Panel to Check Warren Report 


A former '^de to Pi 


— President 

Kennedy suggested yesterday 
Ithat an Independent group look 
ilnto charges that the Warren 
[Commission’s Investigation of 
the assassination was Inade- 
quate. 

. Richard N. Goodwin, speech 
writer, trouble-shooter and ad- 
jvlser to President Kennedy, 
suggested that a smaU panel of 
experts first check the report. 

If they find It inadequate, a 
larger panel should re-evaluate 
the findings and seek new evi- 
dence, Mr. Goodwin said. 

Mr. Goodwin Is the first 
member of the late President’s 
Inner circle to suggest publicly 
I that an official re-examination 
I be made of the Warren report. 
‘Deniaods Answers' 


He makes his proposals In a 
review of “Inquest: ’The War- 
ren Commission and the Estab- 
lishment of Truth,” written by 
Edward Jay Epstein and pub- 
Ushed by Viking. ‘The book “not 
only raises questions but de- 
mands explorations and an- 
swers,” Mr. Goodwin says In 
"Book Week,” published today. 

Mr. Goodwin said yesterday 
In a telephone Interview that he 
believed an investigation should 
be conducted by persons who 
had no connection with public 
'life. 

‘People like the dean of Tale 
or Harvard Law School, or a 
retired judge, or former em- 
ploye of the Justice Depart 
ment,” he explained. 

“They should be people so In- 
dependent of public life that 
they can imdertake the very 
delicate task of perhaps having 
jto criticise those appointed by 
[the President to conduct the 
previous Investigation." 

Mr. Goodwin remained at the 
White House until September 
of 1965. when he became a fel- 
low at the Center for Advanced 
Studies at Wesleyan University. 
He had been associated with 
President Kennedy since 1959. 

Mr, Epstein, a Harvard doc- 
toral candidate, undertook his 
study of the Warren Commis- 
sion report as a master’s theMs 
at Cornell, 

In his book, he says he found 
the Warren report hasUly pre- 
pared, superficial and Inaccu- 
rate. 

Mr. Epstein concludes that 
the report did not prove Lee 
Harvey Oswald had act^ alone 
in the assassination or that one 
of the bullets that struck Mr. 
[Kennedy also wounded Gov. 
John B. Connally of Texas. 

Pnrther bivesHgatlon 

Further Investigation may re- 
inforce the Warren Commis- 
sion’s findings, Mr. Good^ 
concedes. But he states In his 
review that if Mr. Epstein “is 
right that the Ihvfestlgatlon It- 
self was seriously incomplete, 
then we have not established to 
the limit of possibility that Lei 
Harvey Oswald acted alone to 
kill John P. Kennedy.” 

Mr. Goodwin continues: 

‘T find It hard to believe that 


EDITH EVAMS ASBUBT 

I the Investigation was serlouhly 
flawed. But here is a book which 
presents such a case with a 
logic and a subdued and rea- 
sonable tone which have al- 
[ready disturbed the convlcUms 
of many responsible men. 

I “It may all rest on quicksand, 
but we not know that until 
|we make an even more exten- 
sive examination than the au- 
thor has made. 

“An independent group should 
look at these charges >nd deter- 
Imlne whether the commission 
[investigation was so defective 
that another Inquiry Is neces- 
'sary. 

'Such a procedure will, per 
haps unnecessarily, stimulate 
rumors and doubts «nd dlstrub 
some people. Yet there seems 
to be no other course If we 
want to be sure that we know 
as much as we can about what 
happened on Mov. 22, 1963.” 

Mr. Goodwin, a St-imar-old 
graduate of Harvard Law 
School, said yesterday that be 
bellev^ the independirat group 
he proposed should be supported 
I by Congresa 

“If it finds that further Inves- 
tigation Is necessary, a Uugerj 
commission could be set up by 
Congressional resolution," he 
[said. 

That larger commission should 
Include on Its staff persons 
.trained to Investigate and "sd-' 
raitlflc experts able to evaluate 
ballistics and medical evidence, 
and look at movie frames,” 
Mr. Goodwin said. 

He sdd: 

"Few or none of the staff of| 
the Warren Commission had 
experience la going out and Eg- 
ging up facts as Investigators 
or reporters would. 

”I don’t want to make the 
same mistake about the Epstein 
book that people made about, 
the Warren report, thinking it) 
must be right because It sounds 
rightf ' 

He said, however, that "Tt’s a 
fairly Impressive book.” 

He said he had discussed his 
reaction to the book with other 
associates of the late President 
“who feel as I do about It” He, 
declined to IdenUfy th^ asso- 
ciates. 

J. Lee Rankin, who was chief 
counsel to the Warren Commis- 
sion, declined to comment on 
Mr. Goodwin’s proposat Mr. 
Rankin, who was Solicitor Gm- 
eral during the Elsenhower 
|Admlnlstratioin, is now City 
Corporation CounseL 



